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O Introduction

In Korea, we have a unigue phonemic
alphabet, Hangeul, distinguished from other
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Sejong the Great (May 6, 1397 — May 18,
1450, r. 1418 - 1450) was the fourth king of
the Joseon Dynasty of Korea. He is best
remembered for creating the Korean alphabet
hangul, despite strong opposition from the
scholars educated in hanja (Chinese script).
Sejong is one of only two Korean rulers
posthumously honored with the appellation

113

the Great,” the other being Gwanggacto the
Great of Goguryeo.

Sejong was the third son of King Taejong.
When he was twelve, he became Grand
Prince Chungnyeong'(Z5'd t+"; EE XA
and married a daughter of Shim On (}-&;
1) of Cheongsong (4<% #4), commonly
known as Lady Shim (44; ¥4.IX), who later
was given the title Queen Consort Soheon
(LA L3 WHETL).

As a young prince, Sejong excelled
various studies and was favored by King
his

in

Taejong over two older brothers.
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Sejong's ascension to the throne was

different from those of most other kings. The | Z~2~

eldest F3dl),
viewing himself as lacking in the requisite
skills for kingship, believed that Sejong was

prince, Yangnyeong (

destined to become king. Together with the
second Prince Hyoryeong (& ™ UW+"), he
believed it was their duty to place Sejong as
king. So they acted extremely rudely in the
court, and soon were banished from Seoul.
This ploy of the two princes ultimately
brought Sejong to the throne. The eldest
prince became a wandering traveler and lived
in the mountains. The second son traveled to
a Buddhist temple, where he became a monk.
In August of 1418, following Taejong's
abdication two months earlier, Sejong ascended
the throne ...
was buried at the Yeong Mausoleum (3
%) in 1450.

(Wikipedia)

Sejong died at the age of 53 and
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w=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sejong_the Great
of Joseon

King Sejong the Great (May 6, 1397 - May

18, 1450), born I Do, was the fourth ruler of the | ©

Joseon Dynasty of Korea from 1418 to 1450.
He was also a skilled linguist under whose
guidance the native Korean alphabet Hangul
was created...

Sejong was the third son of King Taejong.
When he was ten, he became Grand Prince
Chungnyeong  (F'dtl’; 5 AH)  and
married a daughter of Sim On (A=%; VL) of | -
Cheongsong (& &), commonly known as
Simrssi (H4; (ﬂ:lﬁ), who later was given the
title Princess-Consort Soheon (A& <4H]|; HHE
+ad) ...

Sejong died at the age of 52 and was buried at
the Yeong Mausoleum (%35 ¥ef%). (Nation
Master)
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King Sejong the Great (MEul<; A T)
(April 10, 1397-February 10, 1450), born Yi Do
(°]%=; %), was the fourth ruler of the Joseon
Dynasty of Korea (at that time called Joseon)
from 1418 to 1450. He was also a skilled
linguist under whose guidance Hangeul (the

native Korean alphabet) was created ...

Sejong was the third son of King Taejong (Yi
Bangwon). When he was ten, he became Grand
Prince Chungnyeong (%3 Tl<; % K #)) and
married Sim On (4-%; PLifl) of Cheongsong
(3% HFHL), commonly known as Sinrssi (3]
A; PRET), who later was given the title Princess
-Consort Soheon (A& H]; IEFE L)

Sejong died at the age of 52 and was buried at
the Yeong Mausoleum(d5; HEb%).
(Encyclopedia4U)
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Sejong the Great (AT, KT in
Korean),May 6, 1397 — May 18, 1450; r. 1418
- 1450, was the fourth ruler of the Joseon
Dynasty of Korea, and a beloved Korean folk

hero. Highly educated and a gifted military
strategist, he is most famous for commissioning
the creation of the phonetic Korean alphabet

Hangul by scholars of the Hall of Worthies,
despite strong opposition from officials educated
in Hanja (Chinese character) ...

King Sejong is one of only two Korean rulers
honored with the appellation the “Great,” the

other being Gwanggaeto the Great of Goguryeo,
the king who expanded Korean territory to
China and Manchuria. King Sejong was
honored with the appellation “Great” for his
accomplishments and contributions.

Sejong was the third son of King Taejong of
Joseon. At the age of ten, he was given the title

Grand Prince Chungnyeong (%3 U]+, %

AENH(1397. 5. 6 -1450.5.18, A 1418-
1450y 29z A4y Yoln, EAWE=
=2 o Qo|t}. shalo] E=9kS Binl o}

ST A= W

E]'ﬂ% TAF 7Y e KT &
25 e
2 S A AR &
es e o5 R & 59

A de JES I WA WY

W apele] PolEe Hiel, 1o g4

3} 71el% 7)) epolehs 458 Rofwe
S5 QALY HUT T 2TE S0 @ Wolt

AZE 24 dFe) AR oksolth 10419
TR FalFom, HE(H
1) AN Ao gl $d £~3F




ol

rio
Mo

5h20] o

#) and married a daughter of Sim On (4<%;
Ikift) of Cheongsong (Pd%; 12), commonly
known as Simrssi (A; T1IC), who later was
given the title Princess-Consort Soheon (4~31%
H]; BE#ET40). King Taejong (reigned 1400-
1418), Sejong’s father, was cautious in choosing
an heir to the throne from among his four
legitimate sons, due to bitter experiences with
two “Rebellions of Princes” over succession to
the throne of the early Joseon Dynasty.

The young prince Sejong naturally excelled at
his studies and was well favored by King
two older brothers
considered responsible for Sejong's unique and

Taejong. Sejong's are
uncharacteristic ascension to the throne. When
King Taejong stepped down from the throne,
his firstborn son officially became the new
king. The firstborn son, however, recognized
that he lacked the requisite skills for rulership,
and felt that Sejong was destined to become
king. He and his brother, the second prince,
believing it was their duty to place Sejong on
the throne, behaved with extreme rudeness in
the court and were soon banished from Seoul.
This ploy of the two elder princes ultimately
brought Sejong to the throne. The eldest prince
became a hunter and lived in the mountains,
and the second son entered a Buddhist temple,
where he became a monk.

In June of 1418, Sejong was crowned King of
Joseon and began his rule ... King Sejong died
at the age of 53 and was buried at the Yeong
Mausoleum (-5 JEF%) in 1450. New World
Encyclopedia)
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King Sejong, a scholar, placed great emphasis on
scholarship and education. He promoted cultural,

King Sejong
AlE2 7F SHAkRA SHE WSS Uids] &
Astgieh. T B3, FAH, Dok aF
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economic and scientific research. He instituted
han'gul, the Korean script ... King Sejong,

whose epithet is “the Great,” is considered to

have been one of the most outstanding Korean
kings of the Choson Kingdom (1392-1910).
Born in 1397, Sejong succeeded to the throne at
the age of 22 when his father, King T'aejong,
abdicated in his favor. Chosen in place of his
oldest brother, the rightful heir to the throne,
whose lifestyle and conduct were deemed unfit
for a king, Sejong became the fourth monarch

2 gesign. 1t dwe] ¥A9 B2
A7gatoltt-  cdigrolel= ASE A Al
2o 2M9F(1392-1910) GAPE H o] w5
5 5 3 Hog Hriwct

1397 d0l] Hlojd AlE2 59 BlEo] &
ShAA 2249 vl 9lell &5kt o34
Ql Feoll mEW AGgRrE dao] Hojof g
o1, 1o A WA dso] due] A
of mA|A| &, AlFo] FAYF] v HA
577 @ Aotk 145074 o]0z 19

of the Choson Kingdom. His reign, which lasted

until 1450, was a period of great cultural and
intellectual accomplishment in Korea that is
often called the Golden Age. (AskAsia.org)

A 73R gl FF vl 4
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=http://www.askasia.org/teachers/essays/
essay.php?no=57

Sejong (1397-1450) was a Korean king and
inventor of the Korean alphabet. His long reign,
1418-1450, is generally acknowledged to have
been the most brilliant period of the Yi dynasty.

M F(1397-1450) 42| olx} shZo] A
Apolt}. 14185 14501d¢]] o]2x= ~19] 7]
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Sejong, formally named Yi To, and known as
Prince Ch'ungnyong before taking the throne,
was born on May 7, 1397. Since his eldest
brother, Prince Yangnyong, had been designated
crown prince in 1404, Sejong in early life did
not anticipate the throne. But Yangnyong's
erratic behavior led to his deposition and
Sejong's elevation in July 1418. (An unofficial
tradition holds that Prince Yangnyong feigned
instability so that Sejong might rule.) Sejong
became king, following his father's abdication,
on Sept. 7, 1418. (Answers.com)

AE2 13979 5 70l ElojRtar, Y o]
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= http://www.answers.com/topic/sejong

Sejong the Great (May 6 1397 — May 18
1450), born Yi Do, was the fourth ruler of the
Joseon Dynasty of Korea from 1418 to 1450.
He was also a skilled linguist who created the
native Korean alphabet Hangul, despite strong
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opposition from the literati educated in hanja.

Sejong is one of only two Korean rulers honored
with the appellation “the Great,” the other being
Gwanggaeto the Great of Goguryeo. Sejong was
the third son of King Tacjong. When he was ten,

he became Grand Prince Chungnyeong (53t
55 EEEH) and married a daughter of Sim
On (41<%; i) of Cheongsong (4% HIR),
commonly known as Simrssi (44]; ¥1I%), who
later was given the title Princess-Consort Soheon
A ], IE#E L) ... Sejong died at the age
of 52 and was buried at the Yeong Mausoleum
(995 TEBE). (TvWiki)
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whttp://www.tvwiki.tv/wiki/Sejong_the Great
of Joseon

King Sejong was the fourth king of the Yi
dynasty of Korea, which was the dynasty that
ruled the country from 1392-1910. He was born
in 1397 and ruled from 1412-50. Sejong is
recognized as one of Korea's greatest kings and

AFES 139295EH 1910974 3-8 &3
P 9Falel o4 dxo] A4y Jolr) 1=
13976 Ejoluh 141235 E 14503744 Al
skt A =t At Hao 9
% st o wWriye, 7 & I dH

his most wellknown achievement was the
introduction of the Korean script, Hangul.
(Suite101.com)

2 ghro] AR Skh=E AAIgE Aol (&~

AEI101 5H)

= http://www.suite101.com/article.cfim/east _asian
_history/104567

King Sejong the Great is regarded as the most
enlightened king in Korean history. King Sejong
was born in 1397, and ascended the throne in
1418 at the age of 21. He was the fourth king

ATHGE 3= GAPY ool Als 5=
Bk AES 13970 Hlojwon, 1418
W 21419] Yol2 49lol] gt} e A

gx9] A4 otk 1450d0) 5442 55t

of the Choson dynasty. He died in 1450 at the
age of 54 ...

He was responsible for the creation of the
Korean Hangul alphabet, and this scientific
alphabet is his most known achievement.
(Roman & Daniela Jost)
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= http://www.geocities.com/roman.jost/Korea
Allgemein/King Sejong.htm

(1397-1450). The fourth king of the Yi
Dynasty, which ruled Korea from 1392 until the
annexation of the country by Japan in 1910,
Sejong the Great. Sejong
hangul, a 24-letter phonetic alphabet carefully
designed the

was introduced

to  suit Korean language.

(1397-1450). 13921561 19101 &+ 8 3wl 7}
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(B A WA shah

=http://student.britannica.com/comptons/article-
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MedLibrary.org: http://medlibrary.org/medwiki/King Sejong

Swiss Corner.com: http://www.swisscorner.com/wiki.php?title=King_Sejong

Yawiki.org: http://yawiki.org/proc/Sejong_the Great of Joseon#l

Absolute Astronomy.com: http://www.absoluteastronomy.com/topics/Sejong_the Great of Joseon
Webster’s online dictionary: http://www.websters-onlinedictionary.org/definition/KING+SEJONG
Knowledge Rush: http://www.knowledgerush.com/kr/encyclopedia/Sejong_the Great/
Kids.Net.Au: http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/ki/King_Sejong_the Great of Korea
eBroadcast: http://www.ebroadcast.com.au/lookup/encyclopedia/ki/King_Sejong.html

Bamboo Web: http://www.bambooweb.com/articles/k/i/King Sejong the Great.html

10 Art History Club: http://www.arthistoryclub.com/art_history/King_Sejong_the Great of Joseon
1T BiGpedia: http://www.bigpedia.com/encyclopedia/King_Sejong_the Great of Joseon

12 Fact Archive: http://www.fact-archive.com/encyclopedia/King_Sejong the Great of Joseon

13 Masterliness: http://www.masterliness.com/a/Sejong.htm
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King Sejong the Great made a great impact on
Korean history with his introduction of hangul,

the native phonetic alphabet system for the
Korean language.

During his rule, Jang Yeongsil (hangul: 73,
hanja: J&JE) became known as a promment
inventor. Jang was naturally a creative and
smart thinker as a young person. However,
Jang was at the bottom of the social class ...
Upon giving Jang a government position and
power the
protested, believing that a low class person

to invent anything, officials

could not rise to power as a noble or a higher
class. Sejong instead believed that Jang had the
skill and supported his projects. Jang created
new for water clocks,

significant designs

armillary spheres, and sundials.

However, his most impressive invention came
in 1442, the world's first rain gauge.

Sejong wanted to reform the Korean calendar
system that had focused on the latitude of the
Chinese capital. Sejong, for the first time in
Korean history, had his astronomers create a
calendar that based the primary position of latitude
on the Korean capital of Seoul. This new system
allowed Korean astronomers to accurately predict
the timing of solar eclipse and lunar eclipse.

King Sejong wanted to help farmers so he
decided to create a farmer's handbook. The book
—the
about the different farming techniques that he

Nongsa chiks6l—contained information

told scientists to gather in different regions of

Korea. These techniques were needed in order to

maintain the newly-adopted methods of intensive,

AFNGE Sfolo] W= 1F] ELEA
A9l B2 Akl @t Al AvE
FE A <82 3>

AlF2e] BX717 el A
gt olg-S A "ok e A
2 FxAolal 943 e AAATE 1y
I FHeke Al 7F #A 9 ol
= UE S odE d1Ee dA =R gzl
H] 7} %A‘oﬂ eE 4 flvhH Hhﬂ%o}%}
AFe AeS Wi ALE &
1A, 49|, SAAE 4
CzR1S ata T 1
9] FHae] W Ee oo
B AA Hzxe F97]olth

R

e

=2
f

e
o

AEE o] 9o 9 whselxl =
Hel g8 AAE ARt sigich @5 <)
A Ao AT AT Batel
ol gl PEg MFos e uEge
Azkskeba Waisich of A o Eite] 24
9] HEIAEL AT} DAl A 7S AHE
3] oﬂztﬂ— 2=

A FA. <Al E>

AFe FNES T stol 59 AAE
el = seink, A olehs o] qHe
7} SpeAE ) atel 24 ofe] Ao
A e ol Byl tiE AuE £59
Aolk. oleld FUEL 24 F3lel Pokd
o3 A|4H AF AA RS AW b
Bad Asolgleh <5HA Wl
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continuous cultivation in Korean agriculture.

King Sejong, under the advice and guidance of
his father Taejong, embarked upon the Gihae
Eastern Expedition, the ultimate goal of this
military expedition was to remove the nuissance
of Japanese pirates who had been operating out
In September of 1419 that
Daimyo of Tsushima, Sadamori, capitulated to
the Joseon court. The Treaty of Gyehae was
signed in 1443.
Tsushima recognized and obeyed the suzerainty

of Tsushima ...

In which the Daimyo of

of the King of Joseon, the Joseon court
the So

regarding trade between Japan and Korea ---

rewarded clan preferential rights
In 1433, Sejong sent Kim Jong-seo (hangul: 7
F4], hanja: 4%%Hi), a prominent general,
north to destroy the Manchu. Kim's military
campaign captured several castles, pushed north,

and restored Korean territory, roughly the

present-day border between North Korea and
China. (Wikipedia)

HEo] 23 A= st 7)EE
gk o] WAl AR Y] FFA 5
g AR WA S s
3= Aotk 14199 99, tiwl=o)
AtchE] 7t 2 Aol FEsksich Al
s o7t 144330 AA R tupeFrt 2
TrES gska Wopsolr]® ofk
Aol Al A FAo

14339, AFL WF A Qe ustus A%
3 5 ABA@IHE BEmos i,
AEAE ole) 4 gEAIn BKow
3 2@}, Aol AR Ba F3 Alole] 4
Aol Sl 2ue] ARE HAYT) <HE
N> (917191510

= http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sejong_the Great_

of Joseon

In addition to Hangeul, Sejong also invented
rain gauge, striking water clocks, and sundial.

/H]%——S—; E%}lﬂ— O]"L/]ﬂ—, -7:,—‘—-—?*7], %}\]7:”, 3H
NAE wgstgith e Aejste] g uf

Following the principles of Neo-Confucianism,
Sejong was also a humanitarian who proclaimed
that there must be three trials before a final
judgment is reached, and he prohibited brutality

29 A% AF wrel 94 34 L AAFk
W R FEF ARFIAROm, S
Bl o} BjFT} L 2HES Pue g4
AZNE St <@k A, el A3

in the punishment of criminals, such as flogging.
(Encyclopedia4U)

A%

B8 N> (Aol FEI o} E)

=http://www.encyclopediadu.com/k/king-sejong-
the-great-ofjoseon.html

the
enactment of Hunmin jeong eum (TS
(“Correct Sounds to Instruct the People”). King
Sejong oversaw the creation of a phonetic
alphabet, Hangul, consisting of vowels, diphtongs

(double-vowels), consonants and double-consonants,

His most valuable cultural legacy was

AFol d1 A AFE Bahfare FuA
SeMYS Tt gute e °]
oh S Bt o TR, &
2 PHE EEEAQ B3] RS 4%
gov, g2 A TAY A F
e B AL BEFL
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and presented it to the Korean people in the
Hunmin jeong eum (<Z7173+%), an announcement
composed of both Hangul and Hanja.

In 1433, King Sejong sent Kim Jongseo (71&41),
a prominent general, north to destroy the
Manchurian barbarians. Kim's military campaign
captured several castles and expanded Korean
territory in the north, establishing the border of
modern-day North Korea In 1419, King
Sejong, supported by Tacjong as his military
adviser, ordered Yi Jongmu’s fleet of 227 ships
and 17,285 soldiers to attack Tsushima (TH@}:)
Island, a stronghold of the Japanese pirates. This
attack, called the Oei Invasion, established Korean
control of Tsushima until after King Sejong’s

death, and ended most Japanese pirate activity.

King Sejong is also credited with advancing
technology in Korea during his reign. King
Sejong called a young man named Jang Yeong
il (4%4), a prominent inventor who
belonged to the lower class, to his court in
Seoul. Recognizing his merit and potential, and
despite protests from court officials, he gave
him an official government position and the
authority to invent anything he wished to. Jang
eventually invented the world's first rain gauge,

o} <3 ZAl>

[o

14333, AlFe w5 2|9 ot
staal A& G AEA
Wtk AEA 9 AR S 3< &g
7131, e5de] Hek 1AMl sk A9
7HA] g QES FFAIZT- 14194, AlE
2 BF9] A} ARTS who} o] F Aol A
AsE 2273, FAF 17,2852 W] 99
TAAR] Uwl=E FA5HA SFelnk i
ojghilk weli= o] F4X AT Tt ol§7t
A ginpee] digk 249 BAE SHARS
o, o] ot S TAAHL < E
N>

=
= 55o%
o] 4G e

T o
B
o w
fuie2

d
0|

o oL rfo
=

(¥ fo rlr o 2 of
oo
>
i
i
v
firt
3@

R

>~_‘>

==

ob ook Tl N YO o N

a_ selfstriking water clock, and a sundial --

Further accomplishments during his reign include
an astronomical observatory, a new calendar, and

a system of weights and measures.

Another one of King Sejong’s
projects the
industry in Korea. A metal printing press had
1234, during the
Goryeo Dynasty, but in 1403 King Sejong

important

was to expand publishing

been used as early as

initiated the use of an official press.
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Following the principles of Neo-Confucianism, | M%< AJg]ste] & W=+ JA=F2 2}
King Sejong was also a humanitarian. He | ©]7]% 3}QIt) 1= HF w4l oA 341&
reformed the legal system with a decree that | A *of 3tt}i= HuEd 7} A APHAIEE WA
there must be three trials before a final | 3131, Z¢1S H3lol] Qlo] By} e 715
judement was reached, and prohibited brutality, | 3+ FHE FXAIH Y. <& MA> (7 €=
such as flogging, in the punishment of | @Z}AA)

criminals. (New World Encyclopedia)

=http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/
King Sejong

Sejong's greatest achievement was the alphabet
- Sejong was not merely the patron of this
alphabet but its actual theoretician and inventor.

He sponsored the compilation of gazeteers,
instituted standardized weights and measures,

and installed rain gauges throughout the
country, all of which contributed to his

rationalization of tax-assessing procedures. His

researchers  designed  clepsydras, armillary

spheres, and other scientific instruments.

He maintained proper relations with China and
His devastating
attack on the island of Tsushima in 1419, in
retaliation for the coastal raids of Japanese

a firm stance with Japan.

eliminated the immediate peril and
ultimately led treaty (1443) which
established a longlasting, peaceful relationship

pirates,
to a

with Japan. To the north he incorporated new
territory south of the Yalu and Tumen rivers,
which until
threatened by the Jiirchen barbarians. Korea's

then had been occupied or

modern borders are thus one of his legacies.
(Answers.com)

AZ] 7P Ao @Ae gl - 1
Hed FUA7E ohlet ghze] A o
27kol4 WAk, <dF A

AT A A
EFdes E=dAem, Aol 24
A, o5 Wi B AT
R PP L
279 T4e] % 7k Hetael RS
aetalicth <dhr)e RS>

s

) 44% g fAes W
Ao A HEF IS AT o)
oF A|4g wepAshe ol UE nEo
14190 A divheo] digk AlEe] &
e el o728 9)
ERF-ER S BIOEE SR
T2 WAE ek 20K(1443) A2
L EZoRE I K oj7l okuiEEo
o8 AL 97 Wk Al =
3} w7 olde] A JES S solct. ujet
A gl A AL AF RAE F 5
eha B 5 ok <9 RE-@AS 57
=http://www.answers.comy/topic/sejong

4

The most outstanding of his achievements by far
was the creation of the Korean alphabet, or
han'gul
Koreans with a written means of expression

King Sejong wanted to provide

other than the complicated Chinese system. With

AF FoAuntE 1Y Hold He 9
o BAQl 3ol wielzkm & & k-
AFe MYE BEE B AAZE opd

- 1T o2

£ B4 md S0 A3 1018 489
o ols BAS 2, T saEelA v
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this objective in mind, he commissioned a group
of scholars to devise a phonetic writing system
that would correctly represent the sounds of
spoken Korean and that could be easily learned
by all people.

He made improvements in the movable metal
type that had been invented in Korea around
1234.

King Sejong also sponsored numerous scientific
sundial.

inventions, including the rain gauge,

water clock, celestial globes, astronomical maps,

and the orrery, a mechanical representation of

sh=0f Hof
P A kg sl @l 49 )
g e 5 gl SRS AeEs
ANk <ak A

the solar system. (AskAsia.org)

T 12348740l el B ol &
SAE AAANFT <A B>

= E=Y S99k s, E’\Uﬂ, A,
e A= 3 AAqA=S7+ 23] 5 4
Jpeh wgs A48kl <J+§¥71 &>

(2= obAloh
=http://www.askasia.org/teachers/essays/essay.
php?no=57

@ MBTHZOl AN Atz 24 23t
99] Abdl BAHelN B 5 el d19] 9 AlelEEe] A/Ea g AFTIS
gae 2l B2 A Belzel AE, e W, ¥ A4 2, GF )
AR e AFolth 1 FelAE b Bl WAHR Qe A @2l st
Z97], 22, A 5 24%F Heble Aol duen FAHew 2 v
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Hangul is the native alphabet of the Korean
language, as distinguished from the logographic

SinoKorean hanja system. It is the official
script of North Korea, South Korea and the
Yanbian Korean Autonomous Prefecture of
China ... The modern name Hangul(3+=) is a
term coined by Ju Sigyeong in 1912 that
simultaneously means “great(3}) script(2)” in
“Korean script” in modern

archaic Korean and
Korean. (Wikipedia)

AYar glom, 19129 FAH Ao
21 ol&elt (81719t oh
=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hangul

oo polt S 41 [0k ok

)

Hangeul (also Hangul or Han'gll, previously
Hankul; 3F2) is the native alphabet used to

o (9503 FAte} whR) 3ol s

o ARSI 319] Shaplolt, gk

ki3

rr g

write the Korean language (as opposed to the

FA Aol 191210 £l o]Eo 7,

nonnative Hanja) -+ “3F=" is a term coined
by Ju Sigyeong in 1912 that means “‘great

(A g=oj=m) “2 2, (A =l =) B
=7oleh= A Ay ek «gk=r

mo
AN =
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“Korean script”
(in modern Korean) simultaneously. It cannot be

script” (in archaic Korean) and

written in Hanja, except Han(3}) in the sense of
“Korean,” which is . (Encyclopedia4U)

ol oW Z S o R A4S
Aeehd, 322 AR 2 Q) (1Al
2o} 26
=http://www.encyclopediadu.com/h/hangul.html

Hangul is the native alphabet used to write the

Korean language (as opposed to the Hanja

FEe (FaolA Nele Fa AAs) v
2) #7olS Ad] AHgEE wfel U

system borrowed from China) -+ The modern

name Hangul(3+=) is a term coined by Ju Si-

olt}. o WA FFS FAAH MAlo]
19121 £91 o]Fo = (I gaoir) «F

gyeong in 1912 that means ‘“‘great script”

“Korean script” (in modern
Korean) simultaneously. It cannot be written in

Hanja, though the first syllable Han(3}), if used
in the sense of “Korean,” may be written as .

(in
archaic Korean) and

(Economic Expert)

1- TC

I
g ojn)z
AgE Bl B How £ FE o
o, el e B a2 5
QEISHIE R I

=http://www.economicexpert.com/a/Hangul.htm

=7, (W Fd=ol®) “g=o] 57 o]

< A Ay 3

The alphabet was originally called Hunmin

jeongeum, or “The correct sounds for the
instruction of the people”, but has also been
known as Eonmeun (vulgar script) and Gukmeun
(national writing). The modern name for the
alphabet, Hangeul, was coined by a Korean linguist

called Ju Si-gyeong (1876-1914). (Omniglot)

St Y TUAS B NS THEA =
4 EvlE A2 BEfou), ek AR
S AL FAHY (e e 22holek
A% deA gt ol ) HAe
ol x} FAA(1876-1914) A Aol AUt

=http://www.omniglot.com/writing/korean.htm

also spelled Hankul, also called Onmun,
Korean Han'gul (“Great Script”), or Onmun

(“Vernacular Script”) --- alphabetic system used

AT ) T ARCALE He A
P BT - FEelE e o A

ol A A o] ch(BE e A W IALA)

for writing the Korean language. (Britannica)

=http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/
254335/Hangul

Koreans call the characters of their writing system

hangul, just as they call Japanese characters
kancha and Chinese characters kanji. The word
hangul is purely Korean in that it was not derived
from Chinese (although many Korean words are
in fact, of Chinese origin). (Suitel101.com)

dwelge a5l Bt A Aue 3
Zolgha FET) o) QHelSo] AR ¥l
B, FEol5e] F% BAS e
A BT (12 gdre] @2
o gAfolol7) Bhf) dolek w
ol A A FE Giwo] 1 of
3loltk. (=21E101 5H)
w=http://www.suite101.com/article.cfin/korean
culture/38474

r\l

=
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113

means “‘great words” in Korean. It
was invented by and proclaimed as Korea's

3 ‘Hal’lgul’ 5

“grEn e golw w2 rolel ot} oK
gao] AFige] dHow WEel 1446
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official and national alphabet in 1446 by order
of the Korean “I’(or “Ri”) Dynasty King Se-
jong. It replaced Chinese ideograms which had
been Korea's

means of writing till then.

(Imperial Internet Agency)

d ghro] Ao = W E Q. o] U
H7) A FHe] HlRATE del B
5 ojalal] 280tk (A= T elo]x A
=http://www004.upp.so-net.ne.jp/teikoku-
denmo/english/history/hangul.html

The Hangul alphabet is the alphabet used to
write the Korean language. Though developed
by the 15th century, it has only recently replaced
the Hanja characters. (Behind the Name)

A gRols At d s Qo]
ok 154170l g w Agoll e EetaL, H
of epxjof ghxtE A ARE-H AL Utk
(Hlsk1= o 49
=http://www.behindthename.com/glossary/view/

hangul alphabet

Hangeul — the Korean writing system that was
invented in the 1440s but which took over five
centuries to replace Chinese characters

(World Nomads.com)

g2 - 140d el AN, S A

£ Al 2rol7| 7= A7) o) A™ g

o] 2 A (HE vz 5

=http://adventures.worldnomads.com/destination/
113/travelguide/S.aspx

Hangul is the alphabet used with the Korean

language. The letters do not look like English
letters, they have very much their own look.
Also they are combined into blocks, you could
say they are written in zig-zag. (Simple English
Wikipedia)

G2 dolz 2t ol AHEHE Aol
o Aol et ol Axel them, 1
detzel 559 ueg Wi gl §4
G2 AStE ), A1 o R AojZtial
2 5 qleh (1% 9ol si719iTieh

= http:/simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hangul

@

o= ol Me At 24

P

EERE [ERE P

A v 2e o /s wdnh

T Aol Tl gmolE

AL AuA oz Qs solEel edek ey FY A

21t

#7]8h= AAREARRS A
Jl oz Fofrt

QF1> FA|H0| $t20|2k= 0|ES E¢2l Al7|

FAAo] S wHlslelE 5eo] @Rl coFolElis o] tiil, dholEE olE
S B AL 19139 o}, 7|9 t)o}E xEe o] § Alo]EdE 1912
o ¥7)=e] glrk
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HEE

the Joseon Dynasty, Sejong the Great. The Hall
of Worthies (Jiphyeonjeon, {3 is often

Hangul was promulgated by the fourth king of | ¢

gzol ] WA el AFu
vEEH Itk JEgle] BF o] ww
Foloz ek o TaAst

credited for the work. The project was
completed in late December 1443 or January
1444, and described in 1446 in a document
titled Hunmin Jeongeum ("The Proper Sounds
for the Education of the People"), after which

the alphabet itself was named ...

14439 129 S0 14443 190 uHA

T =0
om, 1446\ de) A ol aulE w X
A S 7IEAE S0E Aol

Aol 715 E AT
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King Sejong explained that he created the new | AlE- $hoj7} Faoj e} depA A EAH=
script because the Korean language was | FESITI AWty T EAEHAHE
different from Chinese; using Chinese characters | =& 22 212 URE WA S A= oA
(known as hanja) to write was so difficult for | 22| 5 ALY, 1 FAAM = ti7l F
the common people that only privileged | dE45ro] F83kAl ¢l & o AATh tF
aristocrats (yangban), usually male, could read | 2] SH=11E2 St= A o] 7k=] AA A
and write fluently. The majority of Koreans | S % &7 O]S\’iﬁ}. St i WIS ¢lar
were effectively illiterate before the invention of | Z 7 ALEFH THE ALY FHUAS slde
Hangul. Hangul was designed so that even a|“A|&|ZF Alg2 o}xlo] 7}7] Zof 7|& A
commoner could learn to read and write; the | ©] 2, o]E]A]2 AlFolgl dZolH 7|E 4=
Haerye says "A wise man can acquaint himself | 215 Zlolygp’al ¥s|al o). A=}, %
with them before the moming is over; a stupid | Al A17], A &71>($1719 t]o}

man can learn them in the space of ten days." | = http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hangul
(Wikipedia)

Hangeul was promulgated by the fourth king | b= A <=20] o] HAl A=< AT
of the Joseon Dynasty, Sejong the Great, | 2] A= 3}ol] dwlo] skxlEo 23] HL”ﬂE]OL
after being developed under his guidance by | AlE ol 23] HXHJT AT TF

a team of researchers. (Sejong is often

called the inventor of Hangeul: he was more
likely the “idea person” who commissioned
and backed the researchers, consulted with
them, and published the final report.) The
system was completed in 1443 or January
1444, and published in 1446 in a document,
Hunmin Jeongeum, after which the alphabet

was named -
King Sejong intended Hangeul to be a suplement

to Hanja, to be used primarily to educate people |

= o

=

o] AAlAteta BTk ey 1=
=5 s, Adeta, a5 deetka,
&gt “ofolrjo] A|FApe ] 7}t
2} AAE 144313 =2 14449 1

=]

L
S50, 14461 71 AR o] F-S 1)
2 o Fugolghs= EAR waE Q) -

who did not know Hanja (hence the name

Hunmin Jeongeum, which means “Correct Sounds
for the Education of the People”
At that time,
aristocracy (Yangban) learned to read and write

in Korean).
only male members of the
Hanja; since all written material was only
available in Hanja, most Koreans were effectively
illiterate. (Encyclopedia4U)

ATE A RAERN, T2 D 02
= AES was] dad FFS wE
A sholek (LA Stz g ke
© oY eube deeks wol FugLols
£ olgol BE olth. 7 PAE 27
AP FYET] FAE G 2 A
2 g & otk BE FREEC| B4R
¥ aglonw, Bl FFeIE] A4
o= Eolth <A, A A7), A

571> (el 2T} L
=http://www.encyclopediadu.com/h/hangul.html
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Hangul was promulgated by the fourth king of
the Joseon Dynasty, Sejong the Great. Some
suspect that such a complex project must have

been developed by a team of researchers, and
there appear to have been several people
involved. For example, the Hall of Worthies is
usually credited for the work. However, records
show that his staff of scholars denounced the
king for not having consulted with them. King
Sejong and his team may have worked in secret

o] U] WAl P AT

o _oJ8) bzsginh o] Hiid ZeAEs)
e spapol Feiglolo} &t
A}EEo| JrO%El Hog E"]E‘r*
& st_u} S HdAo] &
7 ) :LEM X‘Eﬂ_ﬁ Q‘XF
*ui SFA] &2 Aol tisf Al
Z& HUg k= 7|2 50] Yot A=}
9] "o] AAEe] whiz <ls) H™ed

A44¢ Aoeleks F30| Apsslth <)

because of the opposition by the educated elite.
Wikipedia does not have an article with this

2> (dlo]id viE)

=http://www.nationmaster.com/encyclopedia/

exact name. ... (Nation Master) Hangul

The invention of the Korean alphabet is | 3F=2] A= 14409 A=y 19] sxE
attributed to King Sejong and his group of | & Fo|t} =S =xd 7F 179 24 A
scholars c. 1440. Korea had possessed its own | 215 ZE3L QIIA|NE 15H7]17HA] 2 &4 A 7]
spoken language for thousands of years, but|+= Fholl 9J&E3taL AU MGl X|A7F Al
even into the fifteenth century, it's writing | S W= FA 9] 8 Foo] yHE0]
system was based on classical Chinese. At the | AL} Zd9] kx50 o] 72 & AsE0l9]
time of King Sejong's reign, Korean literature | T}

consisted of Chinese classics and works written
by Koreans using a system called idu -+

King Sejong himself was personally interested in
phonetics. The story of Sejong's studies varies-
some accounts have him interested in developing

AFE AQA R ST Bl Utk
9] AFEe] A ThFE Ao] Qe -
Aol Az W] 2eh w0l WS

|

=4
a specifically Korean written language in order | ¢] XA ES 1S = AA sk ZPHE3] k=
to make the classics accessible to the less | 2] FA} 10| = ‘ﬂa#}“ o S 7T

educated people of his kingdom (previous to
this, only the educated yangban could read);

oloF717} Qlet (Bha A o] delli= o4 Az}
=9l ohlvlo] 918 4= Uglth: NES 3

S91 F5i018 sk o] o 4lo] slglo

other stories indicate Sejong was more interested
in refining the scholarly Chinese and rather
coincidentally developed a Korean alphabet. It is

accepted that the development of hangul by
Sejong's scholars was done in consultation with
Chinese phonologists. In 1446, King Sejong's
group introduced the first Korean alphabet as
hunmin jeongum (“Correct Sounds for Instructing
the People™). (Suite101.com)

o, 7 shge] gEE e Hvks B
T AEe) shapse] g whes b B
G A4S WYTHE A% WolE
017(]_1_ h:]. 14464 ,q]zs,] tﬂ-;(],-——L_ _“f_lﬂxl
SIS TIEAE SHkE AE)olde &
M Hze] g mdstglch <A,
A A7), A E7> (2=H1E 101 5H)
ww=http://www.suite101.com/article.cfivkorean
culture/38474
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As opposed to the usual gradual evolving
Hangul was invented between 1443 and 1446
by a group of scholars working for the Korean

de WA o sk
7o ohel, Qelel Sxpsol
S0 B4 AAS Austehs

King Sejong the Great who had assigned them

with the invention of an independent new
Before the
Hangul, the Korean people had no own script

writing  system invention of
and Chinese characters, known as Hanja, were
used. Lessons in Hanja were exclusively held
for male members of the nobility, so most of
the Koreans were effictively illiterate. Another
problem was that there's no relation between
the Korean and the Chinese language at all
and both use completely different structures,
which makes the Chinese characters all but
unsuitable for writing Korean ...

King Sejong the Great was the fourth king of
the Li dynasty and the king most concerned

with the wellbeing and independence of his
people. To further their independence he
established the
Chiphyonjon, a royal academic institution, that

in 1443 a committee at
had the task of inventing a unique Korean
script based on exact observations of the
language and ways of speaking. Their work
was finished in 1446. The name of the new
which means

script was  »Hunminjongume,

»correct letters for the education of the

people«. (DecodeUnicode)

e ol BE Rolt} a2
A o)Al BEAEL whe] BAE 2
914 9ok, Blehs F5 BAE A
WAL o AT A By
Hgloms, o #uoEe ddow
Frlolgit). I e BANL Bl B
o7k 7 Aol gl P3| T T2E
AL Tl S BARs SaolS A
ol A ol

AZThe oK Fxe] ) v JFom
o] gt Aol 7V L 71 Folsl
o Mo AYe FAYIIA T 1443
o 49 S ATl Aadel 998)E 4
[k Btole} 71 2% IS 4B B
rsto] H3Hel gole] BxbE st
A5 Wzith 250 AL 144610
Ak A= BA9) oL FUAE
WS 7tEARE b Snke ks
mjojtt. <AL A A7, A >
EASRE AR ECASY
=http://www.decodeunicode.org/
w3.php?viewMode=block&ucHex=AC00
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i

O
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In the middle of the 15th century CE (approx.

1440), King Sejong employed a group of

scholars to create a writing system that is

1547 ZHHEHEF 14409 07), AlE2 o] F
w} golo] ] & gtw g 7hsk Bx)
AAS Eua) dee] =S ek

simpler and more suited to Korean than Ido.

The result was Hangul (“Korean letters”).
(Ancient Scripts)

T A} vl fFeaEel Aol
<ZAAY, A A7, A S (i 2A4RE)
w=http://www.ancientscripts.com/korean. html

Korean is written in a unique phonetic script

known as Hangeul (called Choson'gil in
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North Korea), which was introduced in 1446
under King Sejong of the Choson dynasty
(1392-1910).

The Korean language did not have its own
alphabet before the
Until then, the Korean language was written
The Chinese
ideographs, or characters, represent words and

invention of Hangeul.

in a modified Chinese script.

meanings rather than pronunciation. Because
they were developed for a completely different
language, they did not reflect the sounds and
King
Sejong commissioned a group of scholars to

grammar of Korean. For this reason,

invent Hangeul, a script composed of phonetic
symbols that accurately represent spoken Korean.
(MSN Encarta)

2o 2MY9%(1392-1910)9] AF A3l A
14460 =¥ Flo|t}. gh=oli= k= Al
o7 AfEARE ZEaL QA @t 1
7] Sharol= WEE vi% TX}E ol bro!
U T FoEARE S U

choje} 55

S Yeplth 5 B dcﬁ E‘rt o=
o miEo} 7] W] golel g3
e REShA] KEpditt ol o=, Al

dsie] S sols Wk W
ch &4 TEER 4
A 2Rl 3 ey,
<SEAAL, A Al7], A %7l> (MSN 2231
A e
== http://encarta.msn.com/encyclopedia

761562354 3/south korea.html

r_{

N

=

SES

Ol

©
h—

=

=

SO =

Unlike almost every other alphabet in the
world, the Korean alphabet did not evolve. It
was invented in 1443 (promulgated in 1446) by a

Al b A e Exlels g, =
skt e AEuge

St Aol

team of linguists and intellectuals commissioned

o] 1443\ (144613 WHE)F Aolrh

by King Sejong the Great. (Wright House)

<AARY, FAN> (FOlE 3192
=http://www.wright-house.com/korean/korean-
linguistics-origins.html

The Korean alphabet was invented in 1444

and promulgated it in 1446 during the reign
of King Sejong (r.1418-1450), the fourth king
of the Joseon Dynasty. (Omniglot)

FFo 2AYE Aar) Tl AFe £X
717H1418-1450)%) 14443 rgE]o] 1446
ol Wtz EATE <A > (FUER)

=http://www.omniglot.com/writing/korean.htm

The Korean script which is now generally
called Hangul was invented in 1443 under
the reign of Hing Sejong (r. 1418-1450), the
fourth king of the Choson Dynasty.
then called Hunmin Chongum,
instruct
evidence for a script version did not appear

It was
or proper
sounds to the people. However,
until 1446 when Hunmin Chongum appeared

in a written document. The motivation behind

o] Exal= duld oz shZolgta i
n gz o WA de9l AlE1418-
1450)2] 5] &loll A 1443 0] At

Aol E FUAS EE WS 7hax]7)
A Snke Pkl =3k ey E
daol WAEs Bae =Wl A2 1446
d A EEe STk o A
TR Al Al w2, 2 AL &
7l MAEER sloly A AMESHA &
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the invention of the Korean script, according |3l A9 IFEAE & & s 37]
to King Sejong's preface to the above book, | #1%F Zlo ]Oi‘:} TS A old7A g
was to enable the Korean people to write | A= FHFEo A, o] 3kxlo] 7|Hls &
their own language without the use of Chinese | 3t=ro] EAA AR o] F= AWEe] 23
characters. Until the introduction of Hummin | 2t} =2 W= EUE 7|5 <=

Chongum, Chinese characters were used by
the upper classes, and Idu letters, a kind of
Chinese-based Korean character system, were
used by the populace. There also seems to
have been a second motivation behind the
development of Korean script: to represent the

“proper” sound associated with each Chinese

character.

In attempting to invent a Korean writing
system, King Sejong and the scholars who
looked
writing systems known to them at the time,
Chinese old the
Uighur script and the Mongolian scripts. The
system that they came up with, however, is

assisted him probably to several

such as seal characters,

predominantly based upon their phonological
studies.
of tripartite division of the syllable into initial,

Above all, they developed a theory

medial and final, as opposed to the bipartite
division of traditional Chinese phonology.

oA Aom weltk 7 FAe] P <A
A 228 vely] 9igt glolh

A BAAAE Wsteln sk,

"ﬂ‘ﬂjr 1= -L-%‘;j 6]'X]' =Lo %j?g] C;]l 78
A, 97 B2, B B3 5 O 9 1
oA 4 o A4 AAES A 2
OFS Ao|th et} 2S0] uSo] Wl x}
AAE F2 &8 Aol 7he £ 9
ot Pr?ii‘:]'—x—, se HAeHd T &
& 249 P FEe ohd, 24, F4, F

del 35 AR T oles sTait
<FAA, BA A, BA B, A 2>
(oIS 1)

== http://www.asianinfo.org/asianinfo/korea/

(Asianinfo.org) language.htm

The “Hangul” is commonly said to have been | $t=2 UHFA 02 oji Al ¢lo] 3y
created without any model. So the Koreans | AT &e{A gt} DelAbd =& 5
jumped from writing mainly in Chinese | 7 3EO|ANE AT} PRP7] S e Al
ideograms to writing mainly in Korean | & 227 =T} o EEE glo] A A E

phonograms. And it took them just 3 years to

=
BEEAS W 3dT] BEATE Aol

create a well-organized phonogramic alphabet | -

without any model...

I found this to be doubtful, so I sought to find
if there was alphabet around Korea which could
have served as a model. After a while, 1 did
find an alphabet used nearby Korea which

= of7lel 9419] o}x7} glrka wn, W
G olgWe WE B Fuel Lol
YANEAE ZARAT Avt F, ke B2

o mEE FEAAS W BT FHe] B
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could have been used as a model for the
Korean alphabet: the “Ahilu” alphabet. The

“Ahilu” alphabet is an ancient Japanese alphabet
(“Jindai Moji” ) that was transmitted to the
Urabe-Abiru Family in Tsushima (situated in
South of Japan) -

As Tsushima is situated right in front of the
Korean peninsula, with a strong link to and
active interaction with its Korean neighbor, it is
very plausible that the “Ahilu” alphabet was
either transmitted to Korea or that the Koreans
found it in Tsushima. The mystery of the rapid
creation of the “Hangul” would thus be resolved
if the “Ahilu” alphabet was used as the model
for its creation. (Imperial Internet Agency)

A5 BN “ofel F AL, “obs] &
AP YrhE(E d e 9ol Sehi) of
3% HE] Qs v & a) Awe] B4
(Fleto] mAoleh-

divhEss gk ke glol) Ajelzta glow
A o] 3=y 733k A ehdd s

8ol Slof ko, olsl i L7} el
AaiRAY, F=lEo] tnpieo]A o
5 Borodiehe A6 249l el S
“o}3| = Bx}7} 3 o] welg 597
oy, f2e] Fasd FPoleks 4
7N7% E2A H= Aolty. <AlA> (Zﬂif
NEML oflo] I A])
=http://www004.upp.so-net.ne.jp/teikoku-

S
T
:_
E

denmo/english/history/hangul.html

=2 A

sl9] Al BAoAE 2
ol Lagoill WL

[e=koi N N
HE=

A2l

g O 3710 oigh e Ak 24

=]
T

21t

T Axol, el G ARIEES o] 1443~1444
At AMES AEstA Aestar
IH= Abgro] Ftl7tell i sia

A Ba Qar,
O o] Frlstal 9lom, di= AlEd o

Atk e g
P APIERE tha ApolE Kol

Fi= AlgEn Jad ks 93ks
T A=Y FEE B gtk

A
L_

w50 daE § Ael=ae pale] stawt. dols Fwolr)
A= 9o gEell %e BAAAZ Basitke et 98 AaE 1
ol ok, AFel oM F2L FAT ANS o HAJEA M o)
o malt), gzl o) HHE Ao AL WYE) b B A%
o ANRNS BF FAG F8 B/ BE B} YTt S, S F
o2 AH|SIh} ofmthuL] BE7H4 WEA Hgike Ao dulshs 2w vk

Je) FRpe] e WS

M

g AlIFe] v dEEs(@l: 5971 2, 5
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Ask7] gaAe Ahslet Gol of|l HAS AX FREAEA AFH F
287} Yok e} ofr1A o] PA FuFEe] clojo] g AT o] AF
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Hangul faced opposition by the literate elite,
such as Choe Manri and other Confucian
scholars in the 1440s, who believed hanja to be

the only legitimate writing system, and perhaps
saw it as a threat to their status. However, it
entered popular culture as Sejong had intended,
being used especially by women and writers of

sh20] o]
O 0]

Fha 14400 Th hApRbe] F- g
AARRL Mo ko] T1Ee] 4l
Aol dadh, HAntEel fAEE
g A Akso] Whibel] ARiskgivt. ey gk
& AlFe] vigdR dsEst o7 5

1o ol
=2 ol

1

7 58 o5} BLauol A5 ol
ol si9lek. ol vlAAE Afole] An

popular fiction. It was effective enough at
disseminating information among the uneducated

that Yeonsangun,
forbade the study or use of Hangul and banned

the paranoid tenth king,

Hangul documents in 1504, and King Jungjong
abolished the Ministry of Eonmun (%74 &3
% governmental institution related to Hangul
1506. The 16th century,
however, saw a revival of Hangul, with gasa
literature and later sijo flourishing. In the 17th
century, Hangul novels became a major genre -

research) in late

Due to growing Korean nationalism in the 19th
century, Japan's attempt to sever Korea from
China's sphere of influence, and the Gabo

SAQ 2] Aot xS 1504
ke

1
[
= mx

A
HS W AY ARSS=E A |5k &k

1 Eaglon, 52 15061
GE s, S dtel dEE 4R

< 9
At e 322 16417] Futelli= 7}
AR B oA, o] Foll= A|RE FElA &
S Ak 17470l 2 o] Fo %
s =22 g2}
1941710l WIS5=2]e] s} =3 T

Reformists' push, Hangul was eventually adopted

in official documents for the first time in 1894.

Elementary school texts began using Hangul in
1895, and the Dongnip Sinmun, established in
1896, was the first newspaper printed in both
Hangul and English.

After Korea was annexed by Japan in 1910,
Japanese became the official language and main
educational language, but Hangul was also taught

~ oy
kI
B=)
2
9
2
ot
s
o
>
>
oo
I
N
>
2

gh=to] 1910 Yol sHw IR
o7} F2alojo|x} T uS o7}
S A 21| gharo] A Shulofx

o
7

)

in the Japanese-established schools of colonial

ok 2Eu 193840 ol2eM e F3) B

Korea --- However, the Korean language was

banned from schools in 1938 as part of a policy

of cultural assimilation, and all Korean-language

publications were outlawed in 1941 - Since

independence from Japan, the Koreas have used

3} FAe] Asto g dl=do|7} Shulo| A A
Hglon 1941do s BE S 3o &
H3lE At HY o] Fof| = WE I B 3

2 Ee 99 582 48 34 B A
2 Eigon, B AHge A3 ZolE3
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Hangul or mixed Hangul as their sole official
writing system, with everdecreasing use of
hanja --- There has been widespread debate as
to the future of hamja in South Korea. North
Korea instated Hangul as its exclusive writing
system in 1949, and banned the use of hanja
completely. (Wikipedia)

el A= R weel] T3t e
=gho] glo} gith HEtell A= 1949Lﬂ °]
ol Frddh Ak AAR A

Akl A2 AW 5459

et (Hﬂ«qﬂo})
= http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hangul

After Korea was annexed by Japan in 1910,
Hangul was briefly taught in schools before

being banned as Japan enforced a policy of

ahato] 19106 ko] §hy

FAlEet oA 73 PJJr o] 3}
=51 QAL AAEHA ZAE YT - o4, o]

cultural assimilation. (Nation Master)

3 S1715clolel Ao] Bl - (ol nhE)

=http://www.nationmaster.com/encyclopedia/Hangul

Hangeul faced heavy opposition by the literate
who believed Hanja to be the only
legitimate writing system. The protest by Choe
Malli and other Confucians in 1444 is a typical
example. Later on, the government became
apathetic to Hangeul. Yeonsan-gun, the 10th
king, forbade the study or use of Hangul and
banned Hangul documents in 1504, and King
Jungjong abolished the Ministry of Eonmun in
1506. Hangul had been used by women and
uneducated people.

When the idea of nationalism was introduced

elite,

from Japan to Korea, Hangeul began to be
considered as a national symbol by some
reformists. As a result of the Gabo Reform by
pro-Japanese politicians, Hangeul was adopted in
official documents for the first time in 1894.
After Korea was annexed by Japan in 1910,
Hangul was compulsorily taught in schools till

B2 dapvto] §-A3 s Ex A Ak
Wi AxFo 2 RE 7F3E whdlef] 2]
ol 14443 Zhe]e} FAEe] whdo] A&
ol dojt}. o]Foiz A AH¥= o] W
gttt 249 Alothgel Aakt

W 3as 3 AY ARSSHE
TAE AW FAAFOH, T2 150610
TS "X dae oA v

ZoN AL g,

F—Li
o rlo

01N' e g

HISFo7E oA o=
sk A TN akEel ol W=
S 7 wrol5ox]7] ARGt %
ol oJa =8 oIl A=, f&t;j:i
189430 S0 & F2] Ao =AUk
1910 U o] Foj= dXo] 1937\

ALA A s wj7hx] staoll A ZFA]

Aoz A (QAtelFRI ol Xt

Japan took the national mobilization policy in
1937. (Encyclopedia4U)

w=http://www.encyclopediadu.com/h/hangul.html

Referred to as jeongnum (“Correct Sounds”),
this alphabet was considered a poor substitute

HoEgulz Ag)olgta dAR
Szt FHYE YoE Aue 04745

for Chinese, and the yangban believed it would
[A]t the

time it was denigrated and mocked. It is not

alienate the Chinese aristocracy. -

PUEE o] T ARSI WS

A steleta elstsie -
A5k 20 Aol ol
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surprising, then, to learn that it took centuries
for it to be adopted as the primary writing
system of the Koreas. (Suite101.com)

A ghao] 7 FAF AAR Wolso A= b

FA717F Aok o] mekE Yol ofyth

(Z=91E 101.com)

=http://www.suite101.comv/article.cfim/
korean_culture/38474

The people were happy, but the nobility, namely
the literate male members of it, rejected the new

script.
»Onmun«

They used derisive names for it like
(script for the ordinary crowd),
»Amgeul« (women's script) oder »Ahageul«
(children's script). Directly after Sejongs death,
though, the leading mandarin class banned the
new script again, because it enabled the people
to read and write, thus making it harder for the
leading class to control them. It took til 1894
for the script to become official writing system

again during the Kabo Reform.

After the annexation of Korea by Japan the
Korean script was suppressed again. In 1911,
the order was given to use Japanese language
and writing, which effectively meant a ban of
Korean script and language. For the Korean
restistance movement the fight for their own
script as a representation of the cultural identity | <
of Korea had a very high priority, and so in
1912 the academic Ju Si-gyeong renamed the
script »Hangul«, it means w»great letters« or
»great script« and at the same time »Korean
script« ... It took until the liberation of Korea in
1945 for Hangul to be allowed to be freely used
again. Today, about 80 million people use
Hangul and it is ranked 12th in frequency of
(DecodeUnicode)

use worldwide.

MAYES Folglo) kg, 29 ARKE<
W gUES A EAkE ARSI 18
AFS ARNYES 2y, FBENE
‘o}sﬂl(o].o]-‘:—g]
gtk Aol
WA 0]
Rk %xﬂ 1t B gl
ol ARE O I, @
1 A $A A B AL awﬂzﬂ
o] Yot 1894%101 so] A AT

5 233

v A
=)

2
=

2y

o
= o
[e) -

19121 A1
A=), ol F 2, S 2olghE 9y

Atk k= AREo] A AHEAl 518 A
< 19453 dfto] Far YAt e sl

oF gxjut o] ¢l 7} eZS ALLEH, WA

Aol AR 197 12WA 2 e Bxle 2}

ekt - (HEE fUas

= http://www.decodeunicode.org/w3.php?view
Mode=block&ucHex=AC00

[T]radition prevailed, and scholars continued to
use Classical Chinese as the literary language

and it was not until 1945 that Hangul became
popular in Korea. However, Chinese is still
prestigious, and like Japan, Hangul is still used

Ago] SAEte] AT s Qlojz
A S MBS A wgd, daol

ol A B3t 212 19450 gwot}
Te e o8] 1 SHIE RFAISkAL Q)
o], Aot AR il A= e
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side by side with Chinese characters in South | ¥} ¥Hio] -8 i1 gt} A, Hgho| A=
Korea. On the other hand, North Korea has| $Hro] 9+A3] A5 E 711, =7 F-45}H
completely abandoned all Chinese characters and | 7l AF&-5]3L QI (ALt TAE)

use exclusively Hangul. (Ancient Scripts)

= http://www.ancientscripts.com/korean.html

The Korean alphabet was associated with people

SFL o]A, ool HAAE 5 e AR

of low status, i.e. women, children and the

uneducated. During the 19th and 20th centuries
a mixed writing system combining Chinese
characters (Hanja) and Hangeul became
increasingly popular. Since 1945 however, the
importance of Chinese characters in Korean
writing has diminished significantly. Since 1949
hanja have not been used at all in any North
Korean publications, with the exception of a
few textbooks and specialized books. In the late
1960s the teaching of hanja was reintroduced in
North Korean schools
children are expected to learn 2,000 characters
by the end of high school. In South Korea
school children are expected to learn 1,800
hanja by the end of high school -+ Most
modern Korean literature and informal writing is

however and school

written entirely in hangeul, however academic

papers and official documents tend to be written
in a mixture of hangeul and hanja. (Omniglot)

o] AtEEF AAFUTE 19-2047]00l&= gh
=, A} 8ol HAap golwtal shao] Ak
Nt ATt 12 19459 o] o= Skt

o] 227]el| A gkRte] F ool AA FolEN
. 19490 o]a) A A A A
A lgh Hghe] R F3Eol A g7 €A
& Akt el 19604e) Sk e o
well A g wFo] Ao} PSS i
1 EFY A7MA HE 2-AE Al9-Al "ok
ek oj-le] 5 11 8uAE w7 vt -

6].5:— z‘ﬁ\;ﬂ%t_f}u/]_ H]—T’—/\lﬂo] :L.‘E_
/V\o:];(]ur harzl o] =Fo)
S} B g A

BH o
T

o AE IFE

TA BASLe

w=http://www.omniglot.com/writing/korean.htm

Hangul has been occasionally denigrated by

those who preferred the traditional Hanja writing
at least until the early twentieth century.
(Economic Expert)

g2 2047] 27| RS A eshs o]

=ol o) A= FAgSloitt

(e]Fw=H AAHE)

w=http://www.economicexpert.com/a/Hangul.htm

Because of the influence of Confucianism and
of Chinese culture, however, Hangul was not
widely used by scholars or Koreans of the upper

FEAMI F3 Foho] GFoE dFE U
A Atz e 14sEAAE ShAE
ot FFFEel lsiM Hel ol8u1x @

classes until after 1945, when Korea ceased to

be under Japanese rule. (Free Dictionary)

ek (28 gMde)
=http://encyclopedia2.thefreedictionary.com/Hangul
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Hangul is a phonemic alphabet organized into
syllabic blocks. Each block consists of at least
two of the 24 Hangul letters (jamo), with at least
one each of the 14 consonants and 10 vowels.
These syllabic blocks can be written horizontally

from left to right as well as vertically from top
to bottom in columns from right to left -

One aspect of Hangul that attracts praise is its
featural design: the shapes of the graphs are
related to the phonemes they represent, and
allow quick and easy distinction between
different types of sounds (see Jamo design). The

graph for any given phoneme is based on the

W AR
ol ¢4 BeEe ¢
2 JlRes 29 4 glon,
Zol A A% WFow ARz 29

> fo o Ruoox n[o (o

= AN
.ﬂ

o] Szl it HAA=
 wjo] 1 9] Fekol] 7]

shape of the mouth and tongue in vocal

é
Hl
Jo

production of that phoneme ... Finally, vowels

are represented by vertical or horizontal lines
with short markers placed along them, whereas
consonants are simple geometric shapes. Thus,
at the alphabetic level, the Korean characters
have been praised for the fact that vowels and
consonants are easily distinguishable, that graphs
are related to the sounds they represent, and that

the phoneme-graph correspondence removes

ambiguity and guesswork from both reading and

=

o

o 2 §2 2 Ax g [o

o

=

A5t A Eo] e
5j0] glo] 229 A}
S gl A G o
on], ofP QAo 3 ol Hrk
A ol B7hea ek <4 B, 2]

@, AR ) (917159)eh

O"Y
R

u&i‘m

writing (i.e., spelling). (Wikipedia) w=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hangul

The shapes of the consonants are based on the | A9 HF2 1o Fsh= A7t U}#Oi
shape the mouth made when the corresponding | 2 W] JE ko) 7] %8| HHEo] 3 o,
sound is made, and the traditional direction of | E4<1 227] | %k(/ﬂlii Q EZ0| A 915—5,2

writing (vertically from right to left) most likely
came from Chinese, as did the practice of
writing syllables in blocks.

There are 24 letters (jamo) in the Korean
alphabet: 14 consonants and 10 vowels. The

letters syllable

are _combined together into

Zog Holm, S

shaoll = 24719] HAKAE)7F vk A4 14
Mot B8 1070, 24 =X 24 992 2ol

&) S /3, v, A, o0 9] Boke Hhe

blocks. The shapes of the consontants g/k, n, s,
m and ng are graphical representations of the

'51— uﬂ A].&E]L 19_7] —7}_/] |=Re) AR Epﬂ 1:11_}_5_

Zole}. A =

e 7Rkl ge
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5h20] o]

speech organs used to pronounce them. Other
consonsants were created by adding extra lines
to the basic shapes. The shapes of the the
vowels are based on three elements: man (a
vertical line), earth (a_horizontal line) and
heaven (a dot). In modern Hangeul the heavenly
dot has mutated into a short line

-+ Korean can
be written in vertical columns running from top
to bottom and right to left, or in horizontal lines
running from left to right. (Omniglot)

[e)
woFe

A A 22

M2 LEFANA 502 AE2T]
5, 7IEEdAE dFoA 2EFSE TR
2715 & = Qduh <7A ©g, A7) ek
AR} D> (FUER)

w=http://www.omniglot.com/writing/korean.htm

0

Originally, Hangul had 28 characters, 24 of
which are still in use today. They are
comprised of 14 consonants and 10 vowels

LA

A =S 28702 HAE
1 Tl 24707F LE597HA]

o %9,
32
o
=)

Z
Le=d 2Rolal

14702 #A-S-3) 107)2] 28-0] 9o

uoi
i

that are also used to create diphthongs and
sharp sounds. These characters are called

T3t o|F Rt HaelE whe ) A

1

t}. o] AAES AEal REL Bgo

ofo i
k1 e o ofv

Jamo. The shape of the vowels is based on| ¥ 2342l vz (35, W, Aol 7]x%
philosophical considerations (cosmos, earth | 3}¢] THEo] 5 o™, dbHo| 252 AgE 7
and man) whereas the shape of the| 5 W] YEUS whdstar Ut}

consonants reflects the shape of the mouth
during the creation of the sounds.
Syllables are created by a combination of either

Ao Gy 4w e Jus v

two or three Jamo that always follow the
structure of consonant-vowel(-consonant). They
are written in a block-shape that's evocative of
the appearance of Chinese characters. The
sequence of writing within the block (syllable)
is always lefttoright first, then top-to-bottom.
The syllables are written in a row, words are
divided by spaces.

Traditionally,
with the Chinese one and created rows from top
to bottom, but western influence caused a
gradual change to horizontal lines, written left to

the writing direction complied

ApEe] Ago R wHEoxitt. ¢kt
ylizolty 54 e
25T, oM
o R 2oiAH, &

AFHog: 2] PP B2 oz
el A ohdlz Hz271E govt, AT7el
Fe ol AFolN oeFoz sErvls
she W02 Ak Waksick o, ZEAe]

right. There is no distinction between upper and
lower case. Punctuation is used similarly to
Western writing, as are numbers.
(DecodeUnicode)

e gt e AT 2715 nlga
Al AR, A e v olt) <7 &
91, A P, 271 PP (@ )
=http://www.decodeunicode.org/w3.php?view
Mode=block&ucHex=ACO00
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Vowels are letters like A, E, O and so on.
There are 21 letters for vowels in Hangul: 10
simple ones, 41 F3 and LT—2LTT. 11
more complicated combinations: H H 1l 4] and
1Al -+ Consonants are letters like
B, G, L, M, N, S and so on. There are 14
simple consonants: TL-TCE2HHAORRIE
IE and vowels

The consonants are

combined into blocks of syllables. A syllable

means one vowel and a few consonants, like
“han” and “gul”. (Simple English Wikipedia)

3} Age B, 7, |, L
N BT AL 147jeltk e EmE A

ORARTETE - AT Bge 7 T

2 moler) @ £e @, A shl
o g A7 sl Aoz olfolitk
<74 WS> (A8 9ol 917131tleh)
w=http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hangul

In the Hunmin Jeongeum Haerye account, the
basic shapes iconically represent the articulations

g,
ol
oo
ol
jr.)
=2
2
A
e

the tongue, palate, teeth, and throat take when

making these sounds -+ Vowel letters are based

on three elements: A horizontal line representing

the flat Earth, the essence of yin. A point for

9
T
d
£~
o,

the Sun in the heavens, the essence of yang.

(This becomes a short stroke when written with
a brush.) A vertical line for the upright Human,

il

N 2old o] g o] frh, Az 3
A gl Al sHswh g Alole] S5

AAE YRt <Az} Qal> (o] nkE])

flo Mr T 4 ¥0 | | o Rl
U R S
30, %
|
& o
ﬁ  d
it
10 [41&0
i,
)
ot
joft
oo
tlo
T
M A e ok
= JXOL flo = to kI |l [k

the neutral mediator between the Heaven and
Earth. (Nation Master)

=http://www.nationmaster.com/encyclopedia/
Hangul

Ingeniously, each of these representative

consonants is a kind of simplified schematic

gl AE, 73 AgEe 247
o] B49 o] PEops

diagram showing the position of the mouth

ghzo

in forming those consonants --- [T]he design

of Korean vowel characters [are] certain

philosophical underpinnings reflecting views

of the basic nature of the universe. Like yin

and yang, the vowels are either bright or
dark, with a few neutrals. The original
vowel characters were written with straight
lines and circular dots only, as pictured
below. The ten vowels considered to be the
basic ones are those with only one straight
line. If the dot is to the right of the straight

113 ”

line (to simplify, the vowels) or above it

= o
k2l
Jut

dlo
rlo

o
lo,

A @) e, <}
QA (LG E) T,
5 29 sjolt. ol
AP g, < meE
AT EgE) Bh, 1
&5 F9 sl ol ¢l

[o
Ll
ol
2
O
o

N td
ko d
dlo

td jgjgnioijzl

=
=

- 35 -




gol = =0 HY

(the “0” vowels), the vowel is one of the| Z3ll, “|” E5E), 11 B “TA” E59]
“bright” vowels. If the dot is to the left of| T} (“HLX]C” COJ A ) -

the straight line (to simplify, the “e” vowels) | 35, W2} ¥HAE Alghe] 9% & HgHz <l
or below it (the “u” vowels), the vowel is| TA|E°] A} Eoo 5 wEedx o] Qi)
one of the “dark” vowels. If there is no dot| &<t - 359 WS HAS A3,
(to simplify, the “i” vowels), the vowel is|7}252 HHFst G5 M2 11 = Alo]d
neutral (neither “bright” nor “dark™) A = ARSI (Bl E e

Philosophical themes such as the human |=http://www.wright-house.com/korean/korean-
position in relation to heaven and earth are| linguistics-origins.html

reflected in both the vowel and consonant

characters. The circular dot is a symbol of

the half-dome of the heavens, the horizontal

line represents the flat earth, and the vertical

line symbolizes man standing between the

two. (Wright House)

The three major vowels are based on “yinyang”: | 713 & A 7FA& «F-4ol| 7]x3to] 1t
“” represents heaven, ‘= represents earth, and | S]FtE “ L 5L, L B ¢ e
“” represents humanity. The remaining vowels | AbEHS S23ith WX BSE3} o] FH S-S
and dipthongs are all fusions of these three basic | ©] Al 7}*|2] 723 o] AgtH Hlo|}. 7|2
symbols. And the major consonants are all meant | A5 B 1 A2|7F 922 wjo] ¥h-57]
to represent the shape of the vocal organs when | #2] &S HE Aot <Ax} YE]>

the sound is being uttered. (Suite101) 2291E 101)

=http://www.suite101.com/article.cfim/korean
culture/38474

It was invented by a team of scholars in the
15th century, and each letter represents the

shape of the mouth when pronouncing it.
(Professional Travel Guide)

2L 1547] AL shasol js) W
glom, 7 A= wed uel Yree
Bt <Al7E Q> (HE o8 7o) =

= http://www.professionaltravelguide.cony/

korea-republic-of/Destinations-136076

There are about 24 letters in the alphabet,
and ten vowels --- Hangul is written left-to-
right then top-to-bottom, just like western

European languages. (BBC)

2ol of 2a/hel BAE or, 107
mgolth e AT F olEu vh)
Az 9%08E hold Wow olz)
o} <227] (BBC)
=http://www.bbc.co.uk/dna/h2g2/A636013

>
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# 71eh FASAG fALE o] 28 9 AolE 85
® Wikipedia = SMSO Encyclopedial4
® Encyclopedia4U = IQMOJITO.com!5 = BambooWeb!6

ot=2o] £ tiet M= At &4 21t

—

sil2> Ge] IRPAAAAR Rk A5 o] w97 A
Aol W AaEA B 2 85y
Saide F2el Ago] YR WA Y] Wl s1oe] 4, oA ol
2 ofalol AFRIET d2Y Wl wjerhs 4

a7k qlek (el ALt 954 )

Op HFUA O HE2: ol=3 OfFA A71E Ay

» 929 S4T $PYCHDE AU
Ao $44e AANEA aRen Ada) AN B3e) 543 §
e mE WA 2slad FARoE wexoiA Austlol .
(o) FEE MAAFS SAa) AFThYol S Aol ufel Wt Folck
> ) A Ee] YRGS B ol ZrAE w§7] Atk
b ALfY MRS AW SAE FHOR FAVE wEolAy] wliel, WEe] W

7155 o et flT (S

14 SMSO Encyclopedia : http://www.smso.net/Hangul
15 IQMOJITO.com : http://hangul.igmojito.com/
16 BambooWeb : http://www.bambooweb.com/articles/h/a/Hangeul.html
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ith Korea (03/08] ndows Internet Explorer

~ | @ hitpi/fvewrw state. gow/r/padel/ban /2600 hm w4 [x
oD BIE B SARIAW EFDM ESFHH)
MNAVER AM - | G HAZ HENE- £ D22 BAR E2I- GUPC (STHETA

@A ©2IY

< |@ South Korea (03/08) [ 8-8 - = HOIRIR) - €3 E70) -

10 BRI BRE TRE SAHD IS BATKINS x

e

Teace (2057 <SEp Exports- $365.0 Willon Lodb: slectioni= progucts (semmiconuclors; oular phunes and eqalpment; corpaters), autormobles; madsinary ~
el, ships 5 billion .0.b.- crude oil, food, machinery and transportation equipment, chemicals and chemical

Druﬂuc\s hase metals and aricles. Major markers (2008-China (213%), U.S. (13.3%), Jaman (8 196), HoNG KOG (5.9%). Maior suppiiers (30081-Japan

(16.8%), China (15.7%), U.S. (11%), Saudi Arabia (5.7%), U AE. 4.2%

PEOPLE

Population
Korea's population is ane ofthe mast ethnically and linguistically homogenous in the world. Exceptfor a small Chinese community (about 20,000), virtually all
Koreans share a common cultural and linguistic heritage. With 48.85 million people, South Korea has one of the world's highest population densities. Major
pepulation centers are located in the northwest, southeast, and in the plains south ofthe Seoul-incheon area

Korea has experienced one of the largest rates of emigration, with ethnic Koreans residing primarily in China (1.9 million), the United States (1.52 million),
Japan (681,000), and the countries of the former Soviet Union (450,000).

Language

class spoke Korean, but read and wrote Chinese. A phonetic writing system (hangul”) was invented in the 15th century by King Sejong to provide a writing
system for commoners who could not read classical Chinese. Modern Korean uses hangul aimost exclusively with Chinese characters in limited use for
word clarification. Approximately 1,200 Chinese characters are used in modern Korean. English is taught as a second language in most primary and
secondary schoals. Chinese and Japanese are widely taught at secondary schools

Religion
Half of the population actively practices religion. Amang this group, Ghristianity (48%) and Buddhism (47%) comprise Korea's two dominant religions. Though
only 3% identified themselves as Confucianists, Korean seciety ramains highly imbued with Confucian values and beliefs. The remaining 1% of the
population practice Shamanism (traditional spifit worship) and Chondogyo (Heavenly Way?), a traditional religion.

HISTORY
The ryth of Korea's foundation by the god-king Tangun in BC 2333 embodies the homogeneity and self-sufficiency valued by the Korean people. Korea
experienced many invasions by its larger neighbars in its 2,000 years of recorded history. The country repelled numerous foreign invasions despite domestic
strife, in part due to its protected status in the Sino-centric regional political model during Korea's Chosun dynasty (1392-1910). Historical antipathies to
foreign influence eamed Korea the title of "Hermit Kingdom” in the 19th century.

With declining Chinese power and a weakened domestic posture atthe end of the 19th century, Korea was open to Western and Japanese encroachment. In
1910, Japan began a 35-year period of colonial rule over Korea. As a result of Japan's efforts to supplant the Korean language and aspects of Korean culture.
memories of Japanese annexation still recall fierce animosity and resentment, especially among older Koreans. Nevertheless, import restrictions on
Japanese movies, popular music, fashion, and the like have been lifted, and many Kereans, especially the younger generations, eagerly fallow Japanese pop
culture. Aspects of Korean culture, including television shows and movies, have also become popular in Japan

Zaperes sumander o e AIled Toirele T BAS; Sluriia e en d ot Wor Vel oty ot spbjoltad Koroan Sorelomatva e DMslon st hanst paczlil
marked the beginning of Soviet and U.S. trusteeship over the North and South, respectively. On August 15, 1248 the Republic of Korea (R.0.K.} was

el Lk i A e o = o s e i i L et R

http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/2800.htm

http://www.geographyiq.com/countries/ks/Korea South people summary.htm
http://www.ncbuy.com/reference/country/
backgrounds.html?code=ks&sec=backpeople
http://www.edepot.com/country-southkorea.html
http://commercecan.ic.gc.ca/scdt/bizmap/interface2.nsf/
vDownload/BNOTES 0707/$file/BNOTES 0707.TXT
http://virtualtour.com/country2/2800.html

http://us.politinfo.com/Information/ Country Profiles/country profile 067.html
http://www.foreignaidwatch.org/index.php?module=Encyclopedia&
func=displayterm&id=292&vid=2

http://www traveldocs.com/kr/people.htm
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Get out therel™

http://www.cbs.com/primetime/amazing_race4/destinations/episode10/destination01.shtml

http://www.alsintl.com/countries/Korea%20(South).shtml

http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0107690.html

http://xwfacts.com/c/south korea/people.php

http://www.3dworldmap.com/geos/ks.html#People

http://www.greekorthodoxchurch.org/wfb2002/korea_south/korea south people.html

http://www.exportinfo.org/worldfactbook/korea WFB.html#People

http://www kidsnewsroom.org/elmer/infocentral/frameset/factbook/print/ks.html

O (0 ([ Q[N |Nn |, |W|N

http://www.ibiblio.org/chinesehistory/contents/c14s05.html#people

—_
(e}

http://www.4humanrights.org/kr/index.shtml

[
—

http://www.wifak.uni-wuerzburg.de/fact98/ks.htm

—_
[\

http://www.highways.tv/countries/geos/ks.html

—_
W

http://www.umsl.edu/services/govdocs/wofact99/185.htm

—
~

http://web.tiscali.it/nonsoloeconomia/infocoreasud.htm

—_
9]

http://dictionary.die.net/korea%20south
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http://www.nnr.com.tw/gsckorea01.htm

17

http://www.exchangerate.com/country_info.html?cont=All&cid=124

18

http://www.middleeastnews.com/SouthKorea.html

20

http://www.country-info.com/facts/Korea, South.htm

21

http://www.insidecountryinfo.com/ks.php

22

http://www.1-language.com/worldfactbook2002/print/ks.html

23

http://www.informationsphere.com/html/1066.htm

24

http://www.photoatlas.com/info/information korea.html

25

http://www.weatherhub.com/global/ks info.htm

26

http://www.worldrover.com/vital/korea_south.html

27

http://www.worldfactsandfigures.com/countries/korea south.php

28

http://www.photius.com/wfb2000/countries/korea_south/korea_south people.html

29

http://workmall.com/wfb2001/korea_south/korea south people.html

30

http://www.luptravel.com/international/asia/southkorea/people.html

31

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ks.html#Intro
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make a mistake and people wil volunteer tn speak in English whanever rhe; can.

Thanks te from Japan and For their kind contributions te this section!

Other topics on this page:
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It is easy to identify King Sejong’'s most important innovation — the innovation of
the phonetic alphabet for the Korean language, called han'gul. As far as
contemporary Koreans are concerned, it is a central aspect of everyday life and a
source of national pride, but when the king first introduced the alphabet in the
mid-15th century, the new writing system seemed to the intellectual elite of the
time to be a vulgarization of written language. Writing in Korea had hitherto been
limited to complex Chinese characters and was the exclusive property of the
yangban. Many yangban resented these simple and relatively easy-to-learn new
characters, which for a long time were used mainly by women. The king explained
his motivation for creating the script in his preface to a work illustrating the new
writing system, published in 1446: " The sounds of our country's language are
different from those of China and are not easily conveyed in Chinese writing.
Among the ignorant people there have been a great many who .. have been
unable to express their feelings.” But han'gul was more than just a project to bring
literacy to the lower levels of society. Like much that Sejong did, it was also an
attempt to reflect the order of Neo-Confucianism. It divides the sounds of the
Korean language into the two components of the universal principle — yin(dark,
female, passive and yang(light, male, active), Alongside the new alphabet, King
Sejong encouraged the advancement of sciences, particularly astronomy and
meteorology, which sought to understand the function of the heavens(see left).
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328%Z - A phonetic alphabet suitable for transcribing spoken Korean was
invented in the thirteenth century; yet such was the prestige of written
Chinese that the Korean alphabet was not adopted officially until the mid-
- twentieth century. Chinese vocabulary is so integral a part of Korean that even
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now Koreans must learn written Chinese.
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359% - He and his advisers made a greater contribution by creating simplified
writing to spread literacy. Together they devised hangul, an alphabet that uses
14 consonants and 10 vowels to represent Korean sounds. Although scholars
continued to write with Chinese characters after the invention of hangul,

writers began using hangul to transcribe folk tales and popular literature.
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171% - Sejong was a great patron of learning. During his reign, a new official




Korean alphabetic script, known as “Han'gul”, was introduced, and he also
showed great interest in the development of moveabletype printing. In addition
to his contribution to learning, Sejong was successful in stopping Japanese
piracy along the Korean coasts.
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29. Concise Atlas of World History
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87%Z - Hanyong, modern Seoul, replaced Kaegyong as the capital and in
October 1446 Hangul, the new Korean script was promulgated. Employing a
phonetic alphabet, which can be learnt much more quickly than Chinese
= ideographs, this script brought literacy to the peasants and enabled the
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gradual appearance of a vernacular literature.
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359% = One of the greatest Yi rulers, King Sejong, had two significant

sl=20] | accomplishments.
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359%Z - He and his advisers made a greater contribution by creating simplified
writing to spread literacy. Together they devised hangul, an alphabet that uses
14 consonants and 10 vowels to represent Korean sounds. Although scholars
continued to write with Chinese characters after the invention of hangul, writers

e began using hangul to transcribe folk tales and popular literature.
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33. World history : connections to today
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315% - A Korean Alphabet : Despite Chinese influence, Korea preserved its
distinct identity. In 1443, Korea's most celebrated ruler, King Sejong decided
to replace the complex Chinese system of writing. “The language of this land,”
he noted, "is different from China's” Sejong had experts develop hangul, an
alphabet using symbols to represent the sounds of spoken Korean.

Although Confucian scholars rejected hangul at the outset, its use quickly
spread. Hangul was easier for Koreans to use than the thousands of charaters
of written Chinese. Its use led to an extremely high literacy rate, or
percentage of people who can read and write.
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