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<Abstract>

Preliminary Research to Improve the Standard of Korean Discourse

The purpose of this research is to investigate contemporary discourse
within Korean society with the view of providing sufficient evidence
and material for a review of the Standard of Korean Discourse(1992).
The Standard of Korean Discourse has been criticised, for it was
made without nationwide survey on the contemporary discourse usage
and people's consciousness about establishing national standard
regulation on spoken language. So we need to investigate on the
Standard if there have been significant changes in spoken language
and the consciousness of Korean people about spoken language. Due
to the enormous scope of the topic, the focus of this preliminary
investigation is only on the spoken forms of address, calling the other
side, referential forms and the use of the honorific suffix '-si(A])-".

A survey of 1,100 people in Seoul City, Incheon City, and Kyounggi
province was conducted by written questionnaire on the three critical
areas and the level of awareness of the Standard followed by in—-depth
interviews of a few respondents. The results clearly indicate that
since 1992 spoken discourse in Korean society has considerably
changed. For example, familial morning greetings are disappearing and
internet language is infiltrating spoken language. Further, the majority
of respondents stated they have difficulty finding appropriate words in
some discourse situations, and they expressed a desire for a standard
of discourse that provides detailed and specific guidelines as well as
systematic education of that standard through the school systems.
These findings suggest that the current Standard of Discourse does

not reflect contemporary discourse. We suggest that further research
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on spoken discourse be conducted nationwide, and that findings be
employed to improve on the existing Standard of Discourse to better

reflect the public’s use of spoken Korean.

Keywords: standard of discourse, forms of address, calling the other

side, honorific suffix, contemporary discourse
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