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Koreans and Korean
language at Uzbekistan

Bronislav Lee
LIXta| AHHCHD

Speaking about actual problems of Korean community at Central Asian countries, we must
take into consideration main question - what are perspectives on Korean community development,
what are forms of national language and culture rebirth and renovation?

The situation is almost the same at Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan, as for Tadjikistan
there is a small information, Turkmenistan is a black spot. Numbers of Korean community:
Uzbekistan — about 180 thousands, Kazakhstan — more than 100 thousands, Kyrgyzstan - 20 thou-
sands, Tadjikistan - about one thousand, as for fifth country - unknown. Study of Korean language
at middle schools and universities is at first three countries, at universities — at four countries, Center
of education of ROK is acting at first three Central Asian countries.

Activity of Korean public organizations is closely connected with above mentioned main question
and problem of “survival”: How much it is possible to become worthy part of Uzbekistan society
keeping and restoring as much as possible our language and culture?

Segmented Korean movement at Uzbekistan where three organizations are in action causes anxiety
of Korean community as well as local authorities and Korean embassy.

Two states are on Korean Peninsula and accordingly - organizations oriented to them.
(Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan have united Korean public organizations). Solely we can not suppose
that persons being in these organizations are acting on their certain belief or conviction(political,
moral and others).

In Korean public movement, it is desirable combination and coordination of businessmen and

1) Tashkent State Pedagogical University named after Nizamiy, Uzbekistan.
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research workers, scientists.

Association of Korean cultural centers of Uzbekistan as the most powerful organization unites
more than 40 structural units, including regional 9 - 12, city and district cultural centers having
own state registration. Diverse activity of them is oriented to keeping and renovation of national
language and culture, habits and traditions of Korean people. Korean public organizations are cele-
brating so holidays as Seol, Owol Dan-O, Chuseok. Every Korean structure has different children
and adults folklore ensembles.

At central office of AKCC there is section of creative workers (artists, singers, writers, poets),
Center for Korean studies, scientific and technical society, Newspaper “Koryo Sin Mun”.

Certainly in AKCC a great attention is paid to Korean language being a basis of all cultural
activity, basis of whole process of cultural rebirth. Almost all Korean organization has courses of
Korean language. These courses ( total — 16) are organized for Korean community and represents
a part of educational system at Uzbekistan. Characteristics of these courses have the same merits
and shortages as in whole system of Korean language teaching in Uzbekistan.

In general it is a law of every community life to lose language and culture, as culture of country
of stay is absorbed and mastered(condition of surviving). For example culture of CIS countries Koreans
is amalgamation of Korean, Russian, Central Asian and European cultures. Culture of American,

Japanese or Chinese Koreans are not exclusion.

1. Korean language study

Chair of Korean language is started since 1956 at Tashkent State Pedagogical University named
after Nizamiy. After deportation in 1937 there are schools with Korean language and after war
years (1945) Korean language is studied at Korean kolhoz(former farm) as native language. By
the way even now at TSPU sole university where teachers of Korean language is prepared, status
of Korean language is written as “native language and literature (Korean language and literature)”.
Necessity to learn Korean community to native language was a basis to establish this department.
Now Korean language became a foreign oriental language.

Now chairs or faculties are at five universities at Uzbekistan and Korean language is learned
at 11 universities. Only at Tashkent city Korean language is studied at 39 middle schools, 3 lycees
and two professional colleges. At Tashkent region — 20 middle schools and one college. At all regions
only one region has no educational organization. We know one middle school where after 40 years
of Chinese language they changed to Korean language.

Total amount of teachers of Korean language at all educational organizations is equal to 240
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persons.
Effectiveness of Korean language study depends on aim forming, content of learning, principles

and methods of training, means of learning, level of professional and methodical training of teachers.

2. Attitude to Korean language

Relation to this language, social demand to this language is formed first of all by Korean commun-
ity since 1937 and under influence of two factors: Korean investments and origin of joint ventures
and technical training of Uzbekistan youth at Korea(now quota is equal to 12500 plus Sor 6 thou-
sands of illegal trainees).

One important detail until now Korean language is studied as additional(optional), though neces-

sity to create school with Korean language training is existing.

3. Conditions of learning

Taking into consideration that at Uzbekistan volunteers of KOICA, Center of education, Sejong
school are acting we can state about process of mastering by Korean language as ‘frontier’ case
in language sphere and out of country. Participation of foreigners means sinking in language environ-
ment, mean of integration into new society, primary attention to content of communication, usage
of non language means, all styles of language, compensation of limited educational time by communi-
cation out of lesson. That is why at our university and others are usual competitions on oratory
on Korean language, student scientific conferences, competitions on composition on Korean language,

summer internet schools, Korean sport and culture festivals with participation of Korean guests.

4, Methodical preparation of teachers

Effect of Korean language training depend on how teacher knows modern theory and practice
of foreign language study. Shortcomings in teachers personal are the following: not large part of
persons with university diploma, not high level of Korean language, small share of lecturers with
scientific degree(only two candidates). Many of teachers with great pedagogic experience but not
in Korean language(for example in mathematics and so on). Center of education plays a great role

in methodical improvement (permanent seminars and study).
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5. Korean language for Koreans

Foreign language is a mean providing integration of a person to new society, into social situation
in general case. But for Koreans of Uzbekistan (Kazakhstan and so on) it is a certification of national
identification. In fact study of Korean language for Koreans of Uzbekistan is a form of professional
preparation(though a small experience of family culture is existing), it is a form of survival in some

different language and cultural environment.

6. Language situation and state language study

Korean community at Far East had educational organizations, Korean language was used on
official level and on family level. Deportation of 1937 and founding of independent Central Asian
countries were twice cardinal change of language situation for Korean community. Not competent
in state language has no possibilities foe carrier growth. Change in attitude to state language is
necessary not only on level of calls and slogans or on level of competitions of oratory on Uzbek

language(TSPU is holding this event the forth time).

7. Curriculums and standards

At universities standards, curriculums, typical and working programs are existing and acting
(though their improvement is necessary). But on level of middle schools and colleges teacher himself
makes up this question. Small possibilities in hours connected with subjects on option do not give
to students to select subjects in accordance with their interests. Fixed for all four years set of
subjects is offered to students that differs our country from others. On level of middle school it
is expedient to put a task to achieve basic features of secondary language personality, for universities

— attainment of fourth grade in korean language.

8. Means of study & Textbooks

We are successfully using a lot of textbooks issued at Seoul, Yonsei and other Korean universities.
Also manuals prepared by Ministry of education of ROK under participation of Uzbekistan specialists

must be mentioned. But these textbooks are universal. We need educational materials in Uzbek
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and Russian languages. Set of textbooks seems to include books on phonetics, grammar, morphology
and syntax, on theory and practice written in Uzbek and Russian languages. One essential note:
times of grammar and translation method were passed and pragmatic approach must be realized.
On department of Korean language of TSPU students study Culture of Korea, History of Korea,
Country study. No one of these subjects supports by text books. Necessity is for linguistic and
country dictionary, different anthologies for schools, different manuals grounded on Korean culture.
Unfortunately every educational organization on secondary level on own standard due to option
status of Korean language and weak material and financial support of Korean language.
While elaborating textbooks on Korean language cooperation is desirable between specialists
from Korea and Central Asian countries. Educational materials must be oriented to representatives
of Central Asia as a realization of formula “Korean language for foreigners”.
As it is stated mastering of foreign language is an overcoming of language and culture barriers.
In addition in Russian literature on Korean linguistics many moments are interpreted in a different
way as well as different understanding of teaching methods and taking into consideration traditions
and culture in education in every country it is necessary to take some other barriers.
Participation of specialists of Central Asia is perhaps meaningful not only materials must be
prepared in Uzbek and Russian languages, but they know difficulties that our students is feeling
while study of Korean language, they know Central Asia culture in general and culture of foreign

languages study in their countries.

9. About speech practice

Mastering of foreign language supposes speech practice as dialectology, language practice, peda-
gogical and so on. If organized by state practice is absent then some kind of substitution must
be find.

Usage of original materials is a very great interest in methodics of Korean language study.
Speaking is about literature, films, newspapers, TV. Introduction of these materials demands special
subjects or different forms of acting with them.

So we stated situation with Korean language for Koreans in Uzbekistan, what does it mean

Korean language for Koreans, what are main problems in study of Korean language in central
Asia.
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Abstract

2009 Collection of Academic Conferences' Theses
on South and North Korean Languages

This report by the National Institute of the Korean Language is a collection
of 15 theses, which have been published at international and domestic academic
conferences, plus two other theses, on the South and North Korean languages,
during 2009.

On November 7, 2009, the National Institute of the Korean Language and
the Sociolinguistic Society of Korea jointly held an academic conference under
the theme of 'the Research Status and Future Challenges of the Integration
of the South and North Korean languages' at Chung-ang University. Here, important
theses for South Korea's policy on the integration of the South and North Korean
languages were included, such as a thesis on the meaning of the compilation
of Gyeoremal-keunsajeon(unabridged and unified Korean dictionary) and a thesis
on the problems of North Korean refugees (Saeteomin)'s adapting to the South
Korean language.

On November 27, 2009, the National Institute of the Korean Language and
the Society of Korean Language Education jointly held an international academic
conference under the theme of 'Korean Language Education in South and North
Korea and the Overseas Korean Language Education' at the Seoul AW Convention
Center. There were 9 theses announced at the conference, including those about
the Korean language in preparation for re-unification, German language education
during the period of re-unification in Germany, and the Korean language education
of overseas Koreans.

Abstract 239



Lastly, on October 20~21, 2009, the academic conference of 'the Development
of Educational Materials for the Korean Language as a Foreign Language and
Korean Studies' was held at the Tashkent State Pedagogical University named
after Nizamy, Uzbekistan. Two researchers of the National Institute of the Koran
Language announced theses on the current status of building North Korean lan-
guage data and the current status of North Korean language research, respectively,
which allowed South Korea's efforts towards the integration of the South and
North Korean languages to be outlined both to the scholars in the region and
overseas Koreans.

Key words: Integration of South and North Korean languages, language policy,
(overseas) Korean language education, building language data, cur-
rent status of research
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