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Research on Korean Language Education Vocabulary

Content Development (Stage 1)

The objective of this research select beginning level vocabulary for use in
Korean language education and to develop and construct vocabulary content.

In stage one of this research, already existing vocabulary lists, theories of
preceding research, examples from Korean language textbooks and dictionaries
were analyzed. At this stage, in the section of beginning level vocabulary and
the construction of content, by examining necessary basic research, the overall
direction of this research was established and the references needed to the
different stages of this research were used.

Stage 2 of this research is the stage where the beginning level vocabulary list
for Korean language is established. The tentaive Lists that were selected from
objective research methods were modified and supplemented according to
subjective methods and a compromise method was made to form final list. Using
this method 1,836 words were selected for the word list. As a list of 1,836 words
are meant for beginning level foreigners studying Korean language, factors such
as frequency, scope, diversity, usage possibility and familiarity, usability in
education were considered and words were selected. In addition words for
everyday use were included, but rather than basing the words on need in
education, basic words that encompass a wider scope were selected.

Stage 3 of this research is the stage where in order to prepare the selected
1,836 words from the previous stage for real use in Korean language
education, the necessary vocabulary content is developed and constructed. The
development and construction of Korean language content is achieved through
five different fields: semantic category list selection and vocabulary
categorization, topic and situational category list selection and vocabulary
categorization, items of vocabulary information and situation list selection and
vocabulary categorization, vocabulary map model design, and other methods.

The 1,836 words are analyzed in the category of semantics is categorized into
one of 14 major categories, 36 subcategories, and 126 minor categories and the

words of each category are presented. The words were also analyzed in the
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categoryof topic and divided into one of 41 categories and the words of each
category and the words of each category are presented. Vocabulary information
is based upton Korean Basic Dictionary and is composed of basic information
(guide words, articles of speech, frequency, translation), joint information
(linking words, idiomatic phrases), related words information (synonyms,
antonyms, higher level words, lower level words, reference words, derivatives,
forms of respect and familiarity, original and abbreviated words, big and small
words, strong and weak words) and information. This vocabulary map model
takes information about applicable vocabulary and allows for limitless
expansion by using associated words and the model is presented as radial
model, tree diagram model, key-word branching, and charts.

In addition, another item for the development of Korean language education
vocabulary contents in this research is the selection of classroom management
vocabulary and vocabulary associated with culture. Classroom management
vocabulary is metaterminology used in the explanation or activities related to
words that are presented by an instructor or the text in a section. Through
this, the analysis of the section text and a survey of instructors a lists of
vocabulary were gathered and selected. Words associated with culture are
words that appear often in beginning level texts and include proper nouns
such as names of areas, people, countries, food. These words are symbols of
the culture and thus elementary school Korean texts and Korean language
textbooks were analyzed and from there a list of words was selected.

Stage 4 of this research is the presentation of a model for use in education.
The wusage model is presented in five different ways: as an education
development data, as a teaching and studying data, as language evaluation
data, and as a link with basic dictionary.

This research with the foreigner in mind, a vocabulary list that is suitable
for the beginning level Korean language education course, and by using a
rational research method, the vocabulary list is reliable, relavent, and has high
possibility for use in the classroom environment. The results from this research
can be used as Korean language education data, basic data in the use of
education course development, and as a reference in the teaching environment

and in various evaluations. The results of this research can be used in the
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teaching environment and thus become an important step in the growth of

Korean language education.

Keyword: beginning level, foreign learner for general purpose, selection of
Korean Language Education Vocabulary, vocabulary categorization
by semantic category, vocabulary categorization by topic and
situational category, Vocabulary information, vocabulary map model,
selection of classroom management vocabulary, selection of
vocabulary associated with culture

Project Director: Kang Hyounhwa(Yonsei University)
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